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FREIGHT EXTRA 

Rory Sloane and Tom 
Doedee with Koa 
Fahey, 6, at Crows 
headquarters. Picture: 
Naomi Jellicoe

THIS LITTLE 

LEGEND AND 

HIS MATES 

FLY AS ONE

KOA Fahey beams with joy in 
the Adelaide Football Club 
shed surrounded by his heroes.

New captain Jordan Daw-
son along with Rory Sloane 
and Tom Doedee were com-
pleting one of their final gym 
sessions ahead of Friday 
night’s season-launching in-
ternal trial game.

With them was Koa and his 
siblings, Reef, 14, and Mahala, 
11, who are on a mission to 
change the way we treat peo-
ple living with disability, like 
their little brother.

JESS ADAMSON

FULL REPORT PAGES 6-7

The force 
faces front 
line cop out

TWICE as many South Aus-
tralian police officers are leav-
ing their jobs compared to the 
number of new recruits, 
prompting senior leaders to re-
vamp strategies to tackle the 
staffing crisis. 

The Advertiser can reveal 
over the past seven months 159 
police officers retired or re-
signed from SAPOL, but only 
79 have graduated from the 
Fort Largs Police Academy.

NIGEL HUNT

EVERY child diagnosed with can-
cer will have access to a treatment 
program which is expected to cure 
or prolong the lives of more than 
1000 children a year.

Previously only the sickest 
children with cancer had access 
to genetic sequencing of their tu-
mour under the Zero Childhood 
Cancer Program, which then al-
lowed for targeted treatments.

Lab scientists search a database 
of more than 120 drugs that can 
target the unique cancer cells.

Children with a 30 per cent 
chance of survival had a “remark-
able” 70 per cent success rate 
when treated this way.

JON KAILA

FULL REPORT PAGE 4

EXCLUSIVE Cancer genetic test to save our sickest children

MIRACLE 
KID CUREFULL REPORT PAGE 2

WATCH OR STREAM 

Tonight 7pm
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The Crows’ HQ.

Weather grounds airport
WILD  weather caused chaos at 
Brisbane Airport, with flights 
grounded and thousands of 
homes left without power as 
massive storms swept through 
the Queensland coast.

On Tuesday, about 5,600 
homes in Brisbane‘s east, 
including Wynnum and Manly, 
as well as in the north of the 
city, were affected by 
blackouts. 

Brisbane City received 
63mm of rain in one hour, 

while Rosalie in the inner-west 
copped 73mm.

The Bureau has warned of 
flooding in parts of the state, 
with the north also getting 
smashed by storms.

The Bureau of Meteorology 
has issued an updated severe 
weather warning for Southeast 
Queensland, with multiple 
storm cells lashing the region, 
including Brisbane City, the 
Sunshine Coast, Noosa, 
Ipswich, Gympie and Logan.

AN Adelaide asbestos com-
pany has been slapped with a 
$150,000 fine after a worker 
plunged to his death from a 
residential veranda. 

The 58-year-old employee, 
who had been working for All-
star Asbestos for almost a dec-
ade, suffered a fatal brain 
injury when he fell more than 
2.5m through asbestos sheet 
roofing on to a concrete slab in 
March 2021. The worker had 
held an asbestos removal li-
cence since 2014. 

At the time, a site inspection 
was conducted by Allstar’s sole 
director and another employee 
that identified concerns over 
the condition of some of the 
rafters above the veranda. 

These were addressed by 
the use of a crawl board and 
single Acrow prop, wooden 
bearer and timber prop. 

However, none of these 
were positioned under the raf-
ter that failed. 

In sentencing remarks de-
livered by the South Australian 
Employment Tribunal last Fri-
day, deputy president Judge 
Tony Rossi found the danger 
to the employee was “obvious” 
and Allstar failed to implement 
a fall-arrest system. 

An initial fine of $500,000 
was reduced to $300,000 after 
Allstar entered an early guilty 
plea, then further reduced to 
$150,000 taking into account 
Allstar’s “limited financial pos-
ition”. 

The company was also or-
dered to pay costs of $3597, a 
$405 victims of crime levy and 
make an educational video 
outlining the fatal incident. 

Allstar Asbestos was con-
tacted for comment. 

Fine for 
worker’s 
death fall
EMILY OLLE

JESS ADAMSON

AT three o’clock on Monday 
afternoon, the shed floor at 
the Adelaide Football Club 
was pumping.

New captain Jordan 
Dawson was up and about as 
the boys completed one of 
their final gym sessions 
ahead of Friday night’s sea-
son-launching internal trial 
game.

But amid the muscle, the 
laughter and the blaring 
music, the club received 
three very special visitors. 

You may remember them 
from a story in The Adver-
tiser back in 2021.

Reef Fahey, 14, and his 11-
year-old sister Mahala are 
on a mission to change the 
way we treat people living 
with disability.

Their little brother Koa 
has Down syndrome. 

Koa, 6, loves footy, bas-
ketball, LeBron James and 
riding his motorbike. His 
favourite animal is a sheep, 
and he loves the Crows. Key 
defender Tom Doedee is his 
favourite player.

Koa adores his school-
mates Axel and Ben, along 
with little Daisy who helps 
him unpack his snacks each 
day and holds his hand when 

he needs some reassurance.
He’s funny, kind and very 

cheeky. When Reef found 
himself locked in the family’s 
shed last week, his parents 
checked the security camera 
to discover Koa had gleefully 
bolted it before dashing off. 

To Reef and Mahala, Koa is 
no different to any other child.

But they’ve seen the looks 
and stares their brother gets. 
They’ve seen mothers at the 
park usher their children away 
from him. And they’ve heard 
people use the six letter “R” 
word. “I’ve heard it used a lot 
and it makes me feel pretty 
upset,” Mahala says.

Last year Reef set a goal of 
skiing 213km along the Mur-
ray, the distance symbolising 
the 21st chromosome with 
three copies instead of two, in 
a bid to raise awareness about 
children like Koa.

He’d never skied before but 
smashed his goal, eventually 
clocking up 442km. 

Now, ahead of World 

Down Syndrome Day on 
March 21, the pair are making 
two short films which they 
hope will be shown in every 
South Australian primary 
school, highlighting just how 
normal it is to have a sibling 
with Trisomy 21.

“We want to show people 
that Down syndrome is not 
that different and it’s not 
scary,” Reef says.

Enter the Adelaide Crows 
Foundation. When Reef and 
Mahala reached out to the 
club for some star power, they 
were stunned by the response.

Not one, but three players 
stepped forward to be part of 
their campaign, sharing their 
deeply personal and positive 
experiences with friends and 
family members who have 
Down syndrome.

Rory Sloane, Tom Doedee 
and Taylor Walker say their 
lives are richer because of a 
person they know and 
love with T21.

Doedee and his part-
ner Emily Brugman are 
passionate about what 
Reef and Mahala have 
embarked on.

Emily’s 22-year-old 
sister Maggie has 
Down syndrome and 
she brings them nothing 
but joy. 

“She’s been a ray of 
sunshine since the day she 
came into my life around 10 
years ago,” Doedee says. 

“Her positivity, love for life 
and ability to make you smile 
regardless of how your day’s 
been make her incredibly spe-
cial. You could have the worst 
day ever, you call her on the 
way home and she senses 
something’s wrong. She sen-
ses when I’m down after an in-
jury, she just brightens your 
day no matter what and I 
think it’s the most powerful 
thing. I wish everyone could 
have a Maggie in their life.”

Emily was three when 
Maggie was born.

“I wish everyone was as 
lucky and privileged as I am to 

experience 
having a sibling in 
their family with Down syn-
drome. She is the light of my 
life, she is so happy and bubbly 
and would never have a bad 
word to say about anyone – it’s 
truly special,” Emily says.

Sloane says one of the best 
people he’s ever met has 
Down syndrome. It’s wife Be-
linda’s cousin, Jimmy, an 
adored member of their wider 
family. 

“Jimmy
’s the sort of per-

son everyone wants to be 
around,” he says.

“He’s the greatest dude of 
all time, the life of the party, 
always the first one on the 
dance floor and always having 
a great time. People with 
Down syndrome should be 
treated like everyone else. 
They’re just a human being 
that happens to be happier 
than everyone else.”

Siblings’ heartwarming 
campaign to support kids 

with Down syndrome

TRUE CHAMPS 

Pair burnt in 
explosion 
A MAN has been rushed to 
hospital with burns to his 
upper body after a generator 
exploded in the state’s Mid 
North.

Emergency services were 
called to Binney Rd at Crystal 
Brook, about 30km from Port 
Pirie, at 10.50am on Tuesday 
to reports of a structure fire. It 
was later confirmed a 
generator had exploded at 
what appears to be business 
premises. The building was not 
alight. A man in his 70s had 
burns to his head, chest and 
arms, while another man had 
minor burns to his hands.

Belinda Sloane, Belinda’s cousin 
Jimmy and Rory Sloane.

We want to show 
people that Down 

syndrome is not that 
different and it’s not 

scary
REEF FAHEY

Rory Sloane at West Lakes with the Fahey siblings, Reef, 
14, Koa, 6, and Mahala, 11. Pictures: Naomi Jellicoe

Locals want say on footy HQ

WEST Torrens locals say their 
opinions about the Adelaide 
Crows’ new headquarters at 
Thebarton are not being lis-
tened to after a peculiar meet-
ing on the matter on Monday.

Local Emma Dawes said at-
tendees of the Master Plan Ad-
visory Group meeting on 
Monday night were shown a 
single image of an updated 
plan for the $85m develop-

ment but were told it could not 
be photographed and was to be 
kept in confidence.

“There’s been a lot of smoke 
and mirrors through this pro-
cess,” Ms Dawes said. 

“We feel left in the dark but 
we also feel unheard. We are 
feeling this is our last oppor-
tunity to impact what the 
Crows are going to do.”

Ms Dawes said attendees at 
Monday’s meeting were told 
the next meeting to discuss the 

development would be closed 
to the public.

However, West Torrens 
Mayor Michael Coxon said the 
entire meting would not be 
closed.

“All I flagged last night in 
the meeting is that as we get 
into the detail on this matter, if 
there’s any matters that re-
volve around commercial sen-
sitivities, then those elements 
need to remain confidential,” 
he told ABC Radio Adelaide.

RILEY WALTER
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Robert Craig Huxtable, 

Gunmaker puts his hands up to 3D-printed weapons

A KANGAROO Island man 
has admitted manufacturing 
homemade firearms using a 
3D-printer.

Robert Craig Huxtable, 25, 
was arrested at his Wisanger 
home, on the island’s northern 
coast, and charged with mul-
tiple firearms offences last Sep-
tember. He appeared in the 
Adelaide Magistrates Court on 
Monday, where he pleaded 

guilty to six offences of manu-
facturing a prescribed firearm 
or firearm part. 

The court heard the charges 
related to the production of 
two single-shot handguns, 
AR-15-style self-loading rifle 
upper and lower receivers, a 
Ruger 10/22-style self-loading 
rifle receiver and an upper re-
ceiver with a metal barrel.

Each of the offences oc-
curred on September 20, 2022.

The charges were laid after 

a joint investigation between 
the Serious Firearm Crime In-
vestigation Section and Aus-
tralian Border Force officials.

At the time of his arrest, 
Australian Border Force 
Superintendent Tom Williams 
said officers were vigilant of 
the threat from   people creating 
guns using “advanced analyti-
cal techniques”.

Huxtable, who is on bail, re-
turns to court in April, ahead of 
sentencing later this year.

JORDANNA SCHRIEVER

One of the 3D-printed guns. Picture: SA Police

Walker’s friendship with 
club identity Jacob “Legend” 
Milbank is magical. They’ve 
been tight for more than a 
decade, ever since Jacob 
began his dream job of foot-
ball services assistant at the 
Crows.

The club’s unofficial chief 
motivation officer, Jacob’s al-
ways keen to offer advice be-
fore a game.

“Jacob and I have been 
good mates for a long time, he 
brings a lot of joy to everyone. 
He’s been one of our greatest 
supporters and he always 
comes in with a smile,” Walk-
er says.

“He tells me he’s a legend 
of the footy club and if he 
wasn’t here the club probably 
wouldn’t turn.”

Their bond is something to 
behold. 

“Here’s my main man,” 
Jacob proudly announces as 
Walker arrives to meet little 
Koa and his family. 

“My favourite player is Tex. 
I run the club and we’re going 
to win this year,” he says.

I really hope you’re right, 
Jacob.

The Crows Foundation has 
set the bar high but they’re not 
the only ones getting behind 
Reef and Mahala. 

Geelong’s Patrick Danger-
field is on board. Who could 
forget the scenes after last 
year’s grand final when the 
Cats’ “water boy” Sam Moor-
fort was hoisted on to the 
MCG by Joel Selwood? I’ve 
watched it over and over 
again. The look on his face as 
he realises he’s part of the 
glory – it was a moment even 
Swans fans couldn’t turn away 
from. That’s the power of 
sport. 

Seven Sunrise presenter 
Mark Beretta is supporting 
Reef and Mahala’s campaign – 
so too, freestyle motocross 
rider and world record holder 

Robbie Maddison and son 
Cruz, and Melbourne Cup 
winning jockey Michelle 
Payne and brother Stevie.

“I just wrote on Instagram, 
‘Hi Michelle, I know it’s a big 
ask but me and my brother are 
making a video. We want to 
help create awareness for our 
little brother who has Down 
syndrome and it would be 
amazing if you could please be 
in it’,” Mahala says.

“She messaged straight 
back saying she’d love to be 
part of it.”

It wasn’t all that long ago 
that Down syndrome children 
were shunned by society and 

treated as objects of charity. 
Thankfully their loved ones 
now share many of the hopes 
and dreams that others have.

What Reef and Mahala are 
doing is so powerful. Through 
their young and innocent 
eyes, they’re tackling decades 
of societal bias head on and to-
gether, they’re an unstoppable 
force. Their videos are just the 
beginning. 

They’re showing others 
that as a community we need 
to be kinder and more inclus-
ive, allowing people with 
Down syndrome to make 
their own choices and have 
the same opportunities as 

everyone else. As the music 
faded on Monday, filming 
began to wrap up and the 
players peeled off, Jacob quiet-
ly took little Koa by the hand 
and guided him around the 
Crows’ Shed. 

They were both shy at first 
but soon returned as firm 
friends. A moment of wonder 
and happiness for them both.

They are the stars of this 
campaign and I have a feeling 
they’re going to enjoy it.
JESS ADAMSON IS A VOLUNTARY 

DIRECTOR OF THE ADELAIDE 

CROWS FOUNDATION. FOLLOW 

REEF AND MAHALA ON 

INSTAGRAM T21.LIFE

Little Koa Fahey with 
Sloane and fellow Crow 

Tom Doedee.

 BRING CROWS JOY 


